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Inspiring Women Changemakers: Meet Maddie and Sue! 

 

The Initiative: DigiBete 

Digibete is a supportive visual solution for newly diagnosed families and young people with 

Type 1 Diabetes. It has been developed by Maddie and Rob Julian, owners of Leeds-based 

video production company, The Capture Lab Ltd. 

 

 

The Catalyst for Change 

In November 2015, Maddie and Rob’s 20-month old toddler was diagnosed with Type 1 
Diabetes, a lifelong auto-immune disease with no cure. 
 
The couple had to rapidly learn how to give injections, the most harrowing part of their training. 

Encountering a number of hospital stays, they learnt how to test his blood, before weighing and 

counting the carbohydrates he would be eating, before giving an injection to match his exact 

insulin dose. 

Maddie and Rob learned, first-hand, how critical it was for patients and carers to have access to 

training 24/7. For this reason, they decided to apply their video skills to create an easy to use 

video training platform to enable more families and carers to access both initial and refresher 

training without needing to call the NHS.   

 



 

Copyright. www.inspiringwomenchangemakers.co.uk 

 

What’s happened so far? 

Maddie and Rob first validated their idea with the Leeds Children’s Diabetes Hospital Team. 
Following encouraging feedback, they partnered with the Leeds Children’s Hospital team, who 
recognised the possible resource savings for the NHS and the potential for improvement in long 
term outcomes for self-management. 
 

An initial self-funded website hosting ten essential training films was launched at the Leeds 

Children Hospital, Parent and Professionals Diabetes Conference in June 2016 and was 

extremely well received. 

 

What’s next? 

Maddie and Rob have now been awarded a start-up grant to contribute towards their next 

phase costs. They have just applied for CIC status, a form of social enterprise which will enable 

the organisation and continue to seek other funding to develop the full platform. 

P.S. We’re pleased to report that their son is now thriving again! 
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The Initiative: One Voice Choir 

A World Peace choir promoting unity: One choir, one song, one voice! 

 

 

The Catalyst for Change 

Sue had success in the charts 13 years ago and was a session singer for stars such as The 

Spice Girls, S-Club 7 and Billy Piper. She left her career in music for a 'proper' job when she met 

her now husband and his ready-made family of two children. 

After eleven years of family life and with the children grown and off to University, Sue felt that 

it was time for her to give back to society and make a difference. 

 

What’s happened so far? 

In July, first direct Arena contacted former chart topper, Sue Hibberd, aka Suzanna Dee and 

asked her to gather everyday singers to sing for peace on 21st September, World Peace Day.  

Sue quickly organised rehearsals and led a fifty-strong choir on the day. Singers included those 

that sing in the shower or at karaoke, and those that always wanted to sing in a choir but didn't 

have the time to commit. 

She involved Pudsey-based choir, Raise, which aims to address self-esteem and confidence 

issues through group singing. Sue also got Leeds College of Music involved, including the pianist 

on the day, a former pupil of the college. 
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The choir sang 'Imagine' by John Lennon at the first direct arena in Leeds, which was lit up in 

rainbow colours to promote World Peace Day. 

The singing was featured on the Arena’s Facebook page with Facebook Live and was viewed by 

thousands. It was also filmed by Yorkshire Productions - hear it for yourself here! 

 

What’s next? 

Sue is now relaunching her singing career; has signed up with a management company.  She is 

to collaborate with Stephen Fox, formerly a Bucks Fizz member, who also sang with the choir at 

the arena.   

She is in talks with a range of choirs and a peace organisation about re-forming the choir next 

year on a much larger scale.  Sue’s motto is to 'Dream big...Do bigger!' and she’s certainly 

doing that! 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=NRQ7J50fTtI&feature=youtu.be

