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The Initiative: Rotary Peace Center, Bangkok 

Each year, Rotary funds some of the world's most dedicated and brightest professionals to 

study at Rotary Peace Centers. The centre at Chulalongkorn University delivers a three-month, 

professional development certificate programme. Each year, two cohorts of 25 individuals who 

currently work in related fields undertake the programme.  

 

Lecturers are professors from universities in Thailand and abroad, as well as international 

experts from diverse governmental, non-governmental, corporate, and security backgrounds.  

 

Through training, study, and practice, Rotary Peace Fellows become leaders and catalysts for 

peace and conflict resolution. Many go on to careers in national governments, NGOs, the 

military, law enforcement, and international organisations such as the UN and World Bank. 

 

The Catalyst for Change  

Jill Mann is a peacebuilding practitioner. Her work began in 2005, following the London bombs 

of 7/7. She ended a corporate career and decided to use the project management, training and 

facilitation skills she had developed, to work with Leeds NGO, Together for Peace (T4P).  

 

She was attracted to T4P as an organisation which brings diverse people together, from 

grassroots to government, to find collaborative solutions to some of the most challenging local 

and global issues.  

A Spotlight on Jill Mann, Together for Peace 

 

"The world is in great need of more peace 

fellows who can work hand in hand with 

governments and communities to 

counterbalance the outbreak of war and 

conflict."  – Abu Sufian Taj Elassfia, 2011-13 

Rotary Peace Fellow.  
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With T4P, she has directed a range of programmes bringing people together to deepen their 

understanding of each other, reduce their fears, challenge prejudice and create social action. 

Following the 2011 UK riots and an inter-racial murder, she developed progressive projects with 

West Yorkshire Police, ex-offenders and Black, Asian and Minority Ethnic communities.  

 

Since 2012, Jill has been embedded in neighbourhoods supporting the growth of local groups, 

young leaders and women. At a city-wide level, she serves on Community Boards and a grant 

funding panel.   

 

She has worked on national and international projects and learning exchanges through larger 

organisations such as The British Council and Corrymeela Centre for Reconciliation in Belfast.  

 

In 2016, Jill joined the Leadership Team of Leeds Citizens, a chapter of the national community 

organising charity Citizens UK, who campaign on issues such as poverty, mental health and the 

refugee crisis. She first heard about the Rotary International Peace Fellowship programme in 

September 2015 and decided to apply in January 2016.   

 

What’s happened? 

Jill gathered recommendations from T4P trustees and West Yorkshire Police to support her 

application and was subsequently offered a place.  She will work and study with multi-

disciplinary practitioners at the university in Bangkok from January to late April 2017, exploring 

issues of security, conflict, non-violence and peacebuilding. 

 

What’s next? 

As a result of the application, Jill has already started to develop new connections with women 

changemakers across the world. She was at the launch event of Women's Peace Tables and 

#WomenSeriously in Dublin.  

 

Jill anticipates that more connections and deeper collaborations will form during her time away 

that will compliment her portfolio of work in West Yorkshire. When she returns to Leeds in April, 

she will discuss the new opportunities with colleagues and will decide how best to apply her 

learning and where best to serve. Watch this space!  


