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Key Timings

18:00 Arrival and welcome drinks

18:30 Move through to chamber hall

19:15 Dinner will be served

20:30 Awards presentations

22:00 Post-event drink at the Midland Hotel

Dress code: come as the amazing you (we’re not the fashion police)!



About the Igniting Inspiration Awards

Igniting Inspiration is a unique initiative which celebrates women making a positive difference in business and society. The stories of 

every nominee has been published on our website and shared widely across social media to raise awareness of initiatives that are

making a difference in Yorkshire business and society.

Why? Because feel there’s greater value in raising awareness of your social impact initiatives right away and we’ll help you to make 

the right connections before, during and after the event. 

On the night, we will seek to ignite and inspire you through the stories you will hear and the people you will meet. We look forward 

to welcoming you.



Who’s behind Igniting Inspiration?

Igniting Inspiration is the brainchild of Anj Handa, Founder of Inspiring Women 

Changemakers. She’s a businesswoman, speaker and writer who is passionate 

about making positive social change. 

She says “Women who are working hard to make a positive difference to their 

workplaces or communities often don’t get the recognition they deserve. They 

work tirelessly and rarely stop to reflect on the impact that they’ve made on the 

people around them. 

They’re usually reluctant to put themselves forward for accolades, because they 

don’t feel they’re doing anything special. Through my wide-reaching networks, I 

discovered so many positive stories that were going unheard, particularly within 

minority communities. 

And while there are numerous campaigns for women in business, there is no one 

campaign - online or offline - that regularly promotes the dedication of women 

changemakers. This is why I created the Igniting Inspiration Awards.”



Meet the rest of the team

Minoti Parikh is our glamorous Master of Ceremonies. With 1500 global events 

under her belt, she’s interviewed the likes of business tycoons Ratan Tata and 

Laxmi Mittal and sports personalities such as Sachin Tendulkar. Minoti will narrate 

the stories of women changemakers, adding her own unique style.

Todd Hannula lives and breathes positive social change. He’s a co-Founder of 

Shine, one of our sponsors, and loves to engage people in genuine conversations 

through storytelling. Todd will make you feel welcomed – go and say hi!

Peg Alexander is a TV and radio presenter known for her colourful image. She will 

lead one of the games on the night, which will take place during welcome drinks. 

You have to be in it to win it, so bring along some pound coins!

The ‘team’ is much bigger than this though, so let us tell you about the other 

people who have helped make Igniting Inspiration a reality...



Our Judges

Three judges from outside Yorkshire were invited to review the entries, which they scored 

across five themes: innovation, impact, collaboration, consistency and personal growth. 

They fed back that they were inspired and humbled by all entries, which all scored highly. 

Thankfully they were able to reach a consensus - a difficult task!

The judges were:

Nickala Torkington, Co-founder and Director at Flourish Together CIC. It’s a network of 

women supporting social entrepreneurs based in the North West.

Dr Dee Gray, a wellbeing lecturer/researcher who is coming all the way from Wales to 

join us at the awards!

Elizabeth Spring, a Third Sector Community Development Specialist and active WASPI 

campaigner from London.



The Winners

Heart of Gold: Emer Galvin. Presented by Caroline Harrison, aspire-igen. For an 

individual who has made a huge difference to someone’s life.

The judges were impressed that Emer quietly spreads kindness and generosity whilst 

going about her daily business.

Community Champion: Dinah Keal. Presented by Justine Osmotherley, Clarion. 

For an individual who’s made an outstanding contribution to their community.

Dinah's long-standing work to serve her local community and a testimonial from her 

daughter made her a winner in the judge's eyes.

Social Impact Star: Miranda Arieh. Presented by Jacqui Hall, CNG Ltd. For an individual 

who has made scalable change in their workplace or community.

The judges’ verdict was unanimous. Miranda's powerful story about her own mental 

health and why she now helps others speaks for itself. "Life-saving.“



The Winners

Diversity-Driven Organisation: Vicky Morrell - A Little Something Back. Presented by 

Dawn O’Keefe, Shine. For an organisation that is committed to diversity and inclusion.

Vicky's story moved one of our judges to tears. The judges saw the value of 

rehabilitating offenders through family connections.

Sustainability-Savvy Organisation: Becky Taylor, Investors in the Environment. 

Presented by Julie Bickerdyke, Not Just an FD. For an organisation that has 

implemented sustainable business practices.

The judges noted Becky's passion for sustainability and her ability to make a 

meaningful, impact through her work. 

Mary Bernadette Speight Remembrance Award: Pria Bhabra. Presented by Claire 

Woodcock. A special award for an extraordinary woman.

This winner, Pria Bhabra, is a special and selfless woman, just like the woman the award 

is named after. 



Our Inspired Sponsor

Even the event’s headline sponsor is an ethical, women-led business. Harrogate-based CNG Ltd is a commercial gas 

provider that is passionate about making a difference in communities. Some of the social impact projects it 

supports are:

Bright Sparks is CNG’s initiative to Power Up the next generation of energy users. It’s aimed at KS2 (7-11) and brings 

together an engaging mix of three lesson plans, set out to improve understanding of energy. CNG is also the main 

sponsor for the Harrogate Junior Youth Rugby Festival and has supported the event for the last five years.

The Woodland Trust. As one of its corporate partners, CNG support helps The Woodland Trust restore ancient 

woodland and rejuvenate crucial natural habitats and green spaces throughout the country. They have recently 

crowdfunded over £51K for Shower Up, an renewables project to provide fully-equipped, solar powered shower 

blocks (made from recycled shipping containers) at a school in Kenya.

Jacqui Hall, CNG’s MD, says "We are always seeking to support or shed light on important causes and organisations. 

These inaugural awards are a wonderful opportunity to develop a new platform for inspiring women and celebrating 

those already committed to making a change, be that socially or in business. 

We are honoured to be a part of this and look forward celebrating and hearing the incredible stories of our region's 

female changemakers.“



Our Event Host

Genuine partnership with values-driven organisations is a key element of the Igniting Inspiration initiative. That’s 

why Inspiring Women Changemakers looked no further than aspire-igen to host the upcoming celebration event 

at its recently opened Opportunity Centre in Bradford, one of four Opportunity Centres in Yorkshire and the 

Humber.

The historic former Bradford Chamber of Commerce building offers the inspirational and welcoming feel that the 

event seeks to embody. Officially opened at the start of 2017, the new building has already made a huge 

contribution though its wide-ranging employment, skills and careers programmes, boosting confidence in the 

city.

CEO Caroline Harrison and Head of Enterprise Jo Hainsworth are passionate about making a social impact and 

are delighted to partner with us yet again on a model that is full of hope, energy and positivity.

Caroline says “Igniting Inspiration will shine a light on some of the amazing women who make a real difference to 

others in their communities and who often go unnoticed and un-thanked. It will give us the opportunity to 

celebrate all that they achieve, and in so doing, ensure that their work continues through increased awareness and 

by inspiring others to follow suit and see how they too can make a real difference.”



Fine wines…

Welcome drinks are brought to you by North Bar - a joyful family of great bars across Leeds, Otley and Harrogate. 

To celebrate their 20th anniversary they're on a mission to raise £20,000 for St Gemma's Hospice in Leeds. 

Staff, customers, friends and family from all seven of its venues are involved in various fundraising activities. Harriet, 

one of the lovely ladies serving Prosecco, will be taking part in the UK's highest skydive to raise money for the 

campaign.

They say “As part of our anniversary activity, we’re proud to sponsor the Inspiring Women Changemakers awards 

ceremony and we hope that by raising a glass to toast all of the entrants on the night these incredible stories of 

strength and determination will be heard far and wide. Cheers!”

Our Post-Awards drinks have been sponsored by the Midland Hotel, which stands opposite The Opportunity Centre. 

The hotel has also supported the aspire-igen learners in how to serve our food and lay the tables for the event. 

The group of 16 students, aged between 16 and 19, have trained at The Canteen and The Cookery School, which is run 

by aspire-igen in partnership with the Midland Hotel.



Good food…and goodie bags!

Canapes are prepared by aspire-igen’s learners under the supervision of Joe Grant, aspire-igen’s Hospitality & 

Catering manager. 

The Canteen and The Cookery School were officially launched on 18th October 2017, so this is the first large-scale 

external event that the learners have been involved in. They’re excited to serve you!

The main meal has been prepared by Inn Churches. Having completed its eighth winter in 2016/17, the Inn 

Churches project has grown from little more than an idea to a charity with a volunteer base of over 850. 

It has provided over 8,000 temporary bed spaces for homeless people in the Bradford area.

. 

Through its Storehouse project, Inn Churches also now works to tackle food poverty through intercepting, storing 

and distributing surplus food, transforming it into healthy and delicious meals which you are about to experience. 

Inn Churches sponsored the goodie bags and would like you to know about their Homeless Beanies. Their Beanies 

are stylish and affordable – and not only does every penny go to support its work, for every beanie you buy, they 

give another beanie to somebody who is homeless.

http://innchurches.co.uk/getinvolved/homeless-beanies/


Fundraising

Inspiring Women Changemakers seeks to address issues that affect everyone in our communities, yet we know that 

women all around the world experience disproportionate inequalities in pay, health, education and access to 

finance. As long as these gaps persist, it is to the detriment of all of society. This is why we have a focus on women 

and girls.

Our vision is for a world where men and women operate on a level playing field and where gender-based violence 

has been eradicated.

Our mission is to inspire women to speak up about the things that matter to them – to take on responsibility – and 

take action.

Our nominated cause is Female Genital Mutilation and a minimum of 10% of our profits are donated towards 

tackling FGM. You can contribute towards the movement to end FGM too. 

Donate to our crowdfunding campaign to produce a practical guide for frontline workers in Yorkshire. We will be 

asking for your support on the night, with a short talk by Charlie Roberts, one of the graduates supporting Anj with 

writing the guide. Alternatively, you can read more and donate via www.gofundme.com/AnjHanda



Our Awards Sponsors

We’re so grateful to our awards sponsors’ support.

The Heart of Gold Award was inspired by aspire-igen’s CEO Caroline Harrison, so it’s fitting that she has sponsored 

this award. You’ll hear more about this on the night.

The Community Champion Award is sponsored by Inspiring Women Changemakers Founder Patron, Clarion 

Solicitors. It’s only female equity Partner, Justine Osmotherley, helped us to launch the movement in October 2016 

and has a real commitment to helping others to thrive.

The Social Impact Star Award sadly didn’t get a sponsor – maybe next year!

The Diversity-Driven Organisation Award is sponsored by Dawn O’Keefe from Shine in Leeds. She’s passionate 

about the life changes of offenders and has even build a female offender employment scheme into her business 

model.

The Sustainability-Savvy Organisation Award is sponsored by Julie Bickerdyke and Deborah Whitaker of Not Just 

an FD. They are both committed to help businesses grow in a responsible way.

The Mary Bernadette Speight Award is sponsored personally by Anj Handa of Inspiring Women Changemakers. It is 

dedicated to her friend and former business partner, Bernadette Speight, who died from cancer in September 2017. 

The award will be presented by Bernadette’s niece, Claire Woodcock, a ward sister.



Capturing the stories

The Baroness Warsi Foundation funded the video that will be filmed on the night. It is a grant-making charity 

helping to create more inclusive communities. It does this by supporting those disadvantaged by race, class, 

gender or faith - creating high impact programmes which seek to improve social mobility, increase gender 

equality and promote religious understanding.  

Our video will aim to explore the mindset of changemakers: what drives them, how they overcome obstacles, how 

they maintain their belief in their cause even under challenge. In 2018, we will seek to work with partners such as 

Local Authorities, grassroots organisations and educational establishments to disseminate the video as widely as 

possible. Interested? Then people contact Inspiring Women Changemakers.

Our videographers are Rob and Madeleine Julian from The Capture Lab in Leeds. They’re changemakers 

themselves. Alongside their video production company, they have a Community Interest Company, Digibete. The 

organisation works to raise awareness of Type 1 diabetes through video. 

It was set up after their own toddler, Otis, was diagnosed with Type 1. They saw that there were limited resources 

to help parents of children living with the condition so decided to use their skills to do something about it.


